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Letters To The Editor 


Sirs: 

I thank the Lord daily for Tut JourNnat 
and want to congratulate you and its con- 
tributors for the stand you are taking in 
the preservation of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church. I have no fear now that we 
will lose our properties, sacrifice our funda- 
mental belief and will be able to keep our 
old 100 percent Bible for time immemori- 
al. Maybe we will benefit when union 
comes to weed out the modernistic brethren 
who are trying to make so much noise at 
the present time and have resorted to call- 
ing names when we do not see eye to eye 
with their fantastic ideas. 

P. C. Enniss, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Day Of Prayer And Fasting 
Sirs: 

The Synod of West Virginia, meeting at 
Beckley, sought more definite guidance on 
the observance of the Day of Prayer and 
Fasting for Evangelism, on October 22nd; 
and after considering the following sug- 
gestion, directed that it be sent to the 
Church papers for use, if and as the editors 
consider it helpful. 

“In view of the wide-spread physical 
hunger, but more particularly in view of 
the deep-seated spiritual hunger of our 
world, the Synod of West Virginia urges 
the churches to observe a Day of Prayer 
and Fasting on October 22nd, and suggests 


that at that time every family, after at-, 


tending the morning worship service, should 
return home to a brief and frugal meal, 
after which the entire family should join 
in a season of earnest prayer for the out- 
pouring of God’s spirit upon us, both at 
home and abroad. The money saved on this 
simple meal might well be set aside for the 
relief of physical hunger, but this should 
not be allowed to become the major em- 
phasis of that day. The spiritual hunger of 
our world should be the great concern of 


our people, as our whole church united in 
this one great petition for regeneration and 
revival.” 

This action was taken after one member 
of the Synod expressed the fear that, with- 
out some definite plan, the day might be 
observed in name only, and that that part 
of the resolution which refers to fasting 
might be interpreted in a_ perplexingly 
diverse number of ways, if it was heeded 
at all. The action was not intended as a 
rigid rule for all to follow—nor would it 
be wise if it tended to weaken the purpose 
of any who might otherwise devote the day 
far more completely to fasting and prayer. 
But it stimulated real thought on the floor 
of Synod, and it is passed on with the 
prayer that it may be of concrete help to 
others also. (Name withheld), 

Huntington, W. Va. 


Sirs: 

You may have wondered what had be- 
come of me. Well I will tell you. In June 
1949 I was stricken with a rare malady 
which the medical authorities diagnosed as: 
Progressive Spinal Muscular Atrophy 
(You) ... will know at once how serious 
and hopeless this is. 

It has been known to medical science for 
a hundred years—but no CAUSE has ever 
been found and NO REMEDY either. It 
is a disease which affects the nerve cells of 
the anterior horns of the spinal column— 
kills in pairs the cells which ennervate the 
muscles of the body from the neck on to 
the toes. The hands go first—then the 
other muscles in rapid succession until the 
victim becomes entirely helpless and im- 
mobile. Finally the chest muscles die, the 
throat closes up—and death ensues—unless 
“merciful pneumonia” makes a quicker job 
of it. In a person my age the disease runs 
a course of about two years before death 
comes—and I have had it 15 months—so 
have possibly nine months more to live. 

I can scarcely get up from a sitting pos- 
ture and am able only to walk very slowly 


with the help of two persons. Crutches 
would not help—for I have no power in 
my hands. For ten months or more I have 
been unable to either dress or to undress. 
My food has to be cut up for me and with 
great difficulty I manage to use a spoon 
and feed myself. Driving a car has long 
ago been “out”—as have many other ac- 
tivities. I speak once a week—on Sunday 
mornings—but I will soon have to stop 
altogether. 

The muscular power of my body is over 
a third gone—and I am in a state of ex- 
haustion all the time. Nothing that medi- 
cine has is of the slightest help. Chiroprac- 
tic is also helpless. No research is being 
done on this disease because so FEW have 
it—only 7 or 8 thousand people are af- 
flicted in the U. S. 

So my house is in order for a home- 
going shortly—unless the Lord sees fit to 
work a miracle of healing. I am not at all 
averse to departing and being with Christ 
—which Brother Paul said is “far better.” 
For the sake of the Gospel testimony which 
I could give this side the glory—I would 
like to stay—provided I could: recover and 
have my normal health to enable me to 
carry on. 

Perhaps some of my friends in _ the 
Journal group might like to know about 
this and be led to pray “the prayer of 
faith” for my healing. 

I am at peace about it all for I am in 
my heavenly Father’s hands and He knows 
what is best for me. I am still praising 
Him for His love and mercy towards me 
in our wonderful Christ. His Word is 
truly sweet and full of blessed comfort. 

I pray for all of you and you assuredly 
know that to my latest breath I will stand 
for the “faith once for all delivered to the 
saints.” 

With Christian love for you and all 
those who love our Lord in sincerity and 
truth— 

Rev. J. H. Viser, 
Greenville, S. C. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Ecumenical Doctrine 
Of The Scriptures 


The agitation for ecumenicity is made in our day 
with a passion and uncontrolled emotionalism that 
have never been known before. The words, “‘ecu- 
menical” and “ecumenicity,” are upon the lips of 
ecclesiastical leaders throughout Christendom. They 
are especially popular in the vocabulary of many of 
our younger preachers. 


Although the plea for ecumenicity is being empha- 
sized in an unprecedented manner today, the idea 
itself is ancient, notwithstanding the fact that some 
would have us to believe that it is a brand new 
revelation. 


In a folder prepared by the United Council of 
Church Women, located at 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, we find that this group is seeking to raise a 
million dollars by securing one dollar each from a 
million women for the privilege of signing what 
they call “The Ecumenical Register.” On the folder 
this statement is set forth: ‘““We rejoice in Thy new 
revelation of Thyself in the Ecumenical Church.” 


Such a statement is reminiscent of some of the 
preposterous claims of Mrs. Mary Baker Eddy with 
her alleged new revelations. 


The truth is that the idea of ecumenicity is as 
old as Christ’ Himself. Christ has never had but one 
body. He is the one true Shepherd and has but one 
true flock. The idea is as old as the Apostle Paul, 
who taught the same doctrine as his Lord and 
further affirmed that there is “one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism.” 


The ecumenical movement of our day differs 
from the early ecumenical movement in its emphasis 
upon cooperation in activities and its indifferentism 
towards doctrinal truth. It is true the movement 
says, “Our message is Jesus Christ.” But this can 
mean much or it can mean little. All depends upon 


whether the Christ is the Christ of the Bible. 


All Christians should strive to be ecumenical, 
especially in the matter of the acceptance and pro- 
pagation of Christian truth. The place te begin is 
w'th the ecumenical doctrine of the Scripture. Manv 
who clamor for ecumenicity ignore this fundamental 
aspect of the subject. 


There is an ecumenical doctrine of the Scripture. 
That doctrine is that the Bible has come to us 
through sunernatural revelation and its words are 
inspired. L. Gaussen in Theopneustia is correct in 
saving that with the single exception of Theodore of 
Mopsuestia it has heen impossible to produce in the 
lone course of the first eight centuries of Christianity 
a single doctor who has disowned the plenary and 
verbal inspiration of the Scriptures, “unless it be in 
the bosom of the most violent heresies which have 
tormented the Christian Church; that is to say, 
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among the Gnostics, the Manicheans, and the Anti- 
nomians.”’ 

This has been the consistent view of the ecumenic- 
al church. It bases its theology on the conviction 
that the records which contain the Divine revela- 
tion which we call the Bible are credible, canonical, 
and verbally inspired. 

Warfield in his classic on The Inspiration and 
Authority of the Bible expressed sober truth when 
he wrote, “Over against the numberless discordant 
theories of inspiration which vex our time there 
stands a well-defined church-doctrine of inspiration. 


“This church-doctrine differs from the theories 
that would fain supplant it in that it is not the in- 
vention nor the property of an individual, but the 
settled faith of the universal church of God; in that 
it is not the growth of yesterday, but the assured 
persuasion of the people of God from the first plant- 
ing of the church until today; in that it is not a pro- 
tean shape varying its affirmations to fit every new 
change in the ever-shifting thought of men, but 
from the beginning has been the church’s constant 
and abiding conviction as to the divinity of the 
Scriptures committed to her keeping.” 


The advice of Dr. Warfield on this subject is 
still timely: “Surely the seeker after the truth in 
this matter of the inspiration of the Bible may well 
take this church-doctrine as his starting point.” If 
one should ask, What is this church-doctrine?, the 
answer is not hard to find. We like Warfield’s 
answer: “It is not a book in which one may by 
searching find some word of God, but a book which 
may be frankly appealed to at any point with the 
assurance that whatever it may be found to say, that 


is the Word of God.” 

Any ecumenical program that ignores this funda- 
mental position is not truly ecumenical in the best 
sense of the term no matter how often the term may 
be used to describe such a movement. Honest writ- 
ers, even though they may not accept this view, 
have to admit that an inspiration which is described 
as ‘‘verbal” did not come into the church tentatively 
nor by degrees but from the very first. The New 
Testament writers knew no other doctrine. 


We appeal to our brethren who are enamored by 
the ecumenical program to limit their support to a 
movement that is truly ecumenical in doctrine as 
well as cooperative in the activities of the church. 
Our reading of “the signs of the times” leads us to 
believe that there is a need of re-emphasis upon the 
necessity of giving the place of priority to the 
ecumenical faith in an ecumenical program. Since 
the doctrine of the Scriptures taught in the Scrip- 
ture belongs to the permanent substance of the 
Christian faith, let us not relax the cherished con- 
viction that for the ecumenical movement to be 
worthy of our allegiance it must set forth the ecu- 
menical doctrine of the Scripture without evasion 
or equivocation. 


Since the church rests upon the Word of God, 
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and lives by it, it is not unreasonable to expect the 
ecumenical program to include the ecumenical doc- 
trine of the Scriptures. 

When this is done, Bible-believing Christians will 
have confidence in such a movement and will be de- 
lighted to support it wholeheartedly. We insist that 


unless the ecumenical program rests upon the im- 
pregnable Rock of Scripture, the gates of hell will 
prevail against it. Let’s not lose our Christian per- 
spective in dealing with the ecumenical program of 
our day. A lively doctrinal consciousness will help us 
at this point. —J.R.R. 


Good Literature 


Recently we overheard a young person name a 
certain book and give it universal approval by re- 
marking “That’s a good book.” 


Wondering just what such a book might be, we 
purchased a pocket edition and found it to be a re- 
print of a somewhat notorious best-seller which ap- 
peared amid much fanfare a few years ago. 


The book sold millions of copies and ran through 
several printings. It was made into a movie with 
top Hollywood stars and again scored with mil- 
lions of American readers. 


Such is the same story of a great many books 
these days. A mixture of good mechanical writing, 
historical fact and lewd narrative. It appeals to the 
mind lulled away from the standards of good litera- 
ture. 


This sort of writing can never contribute to the 
worthwhile reading of any country. It is a disgrace 
to the profession it claims to represent and is a dia- 
bolic infiltration of unguarded minds. 


And it brings up a question which must be an- 
swered. If we condemn literature because it does 
not appeal to the finer senses of mankind gained 
through a genuine rebirth in Christ, then we must 
supply a better literature combining the dest talent 
with a genuine desire to return to our Lord five- 
fold what He has entrusted to us. 


Other criteria aside, good literature must be 
Christian. That is to say, it must convey its story 
from a Christian standpoint, from a Christian 
motive and with a Christian context. 


Inept handling of fiction in the hands of well- 
intentioned religious fiction writers has done much 
to earn an unfortunate name for Christian writings. 
Some influences and consequences of such so-called 
Christian fiction are probably as dangerous as the 
sex-filled writings of money-mad authors. 


Good literature cannot claim the label of either 
“good” or “literature” unless it earns both from its 
message and motive. 


The written word has inestimable power. Its use 
should be jealously guarded. God, in revealing His 
will and way to man, left the message of the cross 
to His people in written words. 


Which brings this editorial to the crux of the 
matter. Some of the best talent in this country is 
being devoted to the insidious writing of evil books, 
written with all the cleverness of hell’s angel, de- 
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ceptive, false, embittered, shameful, and soul- 
shattering. 


Against such THE JOURNAL will never cease to 
write. Christian people everywhere should take this 
matter to heart. Christian writers should use what 
they know by the grace of God to combat the false 
values of emotional outbursts from frustrated un- 
regenerate sinners. —A.D.R. 


The Life Of The Christian 


Christian Motives 


In Calvin’s teaching, ethics is the fruit of re- 
demption. We ought to live a good life because we 
have been blessed, because we have been redeemed. 
As the law of God exemplified in Christ is the 
highest possible standard for life, so the power of 
love and gratitude supplies the highest possible dy- 
namic for life. 


In the Geneva Catechism, Calvin teaches that 
everyone of us needs to be fully assured that he is 
beloved of God, who wills to be both our Father 
and our Savior. This assurance is given “by God’s 
own Word, wherein He utters to us His mercy in 
Christ, and assureth us of His love towards us.” 


Warfield used to say that Christ our example, 
second only to Christ our Savior, is the most pre- 
cious possession of the Christian’s heart. Calvin 
weds these two thoughts, thus: “As God the Father 
has reconciled us to Himself in Christ, so has He 
impressed in Him an image, to which it is His will 
that we should be conformed ... Christ, by whom 
we have been reconciled to God is proposed to us 
as an example, whose character we should exhibit in 
our lives.” 


Since God has adopted us as His sons on condi- 
tion that we exhibit in our life the imitation of 
Christ as the bond of our adoption, therefore unless 
we devote ourselves to righteousness we _ revolt 
against our Creator and we at the same time deny 
Him as our Savior. 


“The Scripture derives matter of exhortation 
from all the blessings of God which it celebrates to 
us and from all parts of our salvation. It argues 
that since God has discovered Himself as a Father 
to us, we must be convicted of the basest ingrati- 
tude, unless we on our part manifest ourselves to 
be His children; that since Christ has purified us in 
the laver of His blood, and has communicated this 
purification by baptism, it does not become us to be 
defiled with fresh pollution; that since He has 
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united us to His body, we should, as His members, 
solicitously beware lest we asperse ourselves with 
any blemish or disgrace; that since He who is our 
Head has ascended to heaven, we ought to divest 
ourselves of all terrestrial affection, and aspire 
thither with our souls; that since the Holy Spirit 
has dedicated us as temples of God, we should use 
our utmost exertions, that the glory of God may be 
displayed by us; that we ought not to commit any- 
thing which may profane us with the pollution of 


sin; that since both our soul and body are destined 
to heavenly incorruption and a never-fading crown, 
we ought to exert our most strenuous efforts to pre- 
serve them pure and uncorrupt till the day of the 
Lord. These, I say, are the best foundations for the 
proper regulation of the life, such as we cannot find 
in the philosophers; who, in the recommendation of 
virtue, never rise above the natural dignity of man.” 


ITI.vi.3. —Wnm. C. R. 


“Lord, Teach Us To Pray!” 
Luke 11:1 


‘And there came a leper to Him, beseeching 
Him, and kneeling down to Him, and saying 


unto Him, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me 
whole.” Mk. 1:40. 


The presence of Jesus in Galilee, His mighty, heal- 
ing power, the compelling need of his own life, and 
the manifest love of Christ in His tender touch; all 
conspired to teach this leper, with a disintegrating 
body and a humanly hopeless outlook, to pray. ‘The 
manner and form of prayer are not vital. The inner, 
sincere longing and trust are essential. These atti- 
tudes in the presence of such a loving Lord as 
Christ, bring men to true prayer. Let us thought- 
fully take this prayer apart that it may lead us into 
a communion meaningful and blessed. Note the 
Prayer of the Leper. 


Properly addressed: six times in this single verse 
reference is made to Jesus. He was unconcerned 


about the by-standers but supremely concerned 
about the Healer. 


Expectant: he had a purpose central and con- 
suming: a purpose pressing for expression and cry- 
ing for relief. 

Reverent: he was a suppliant. He was kneeling. 
His very posture underscored his pleading. What a 
sad contrast today in many of our churches at pub- 
lic prayer! Multitudes only give a nod to God. 
Other multitudes not even a nod. 


Personal: he talks to Jesus about what He can do 
for “me.” It is not selfish to pray for personal re- 
lief and deliverance if they shall contribute to 
making us “vessels meet for the Master's service.” 


Earnest: he came “beseeching” Jesus to hear and 
heed his cry. He was fundamentally concerned. 


Definite: he asks to be changed from unclean to 
clean. The sores in his body and the foul, defeating 
things in his heart, drove him to Christ with the 
cry: ““Make me clean.” 

Submissive: “lf Thou wilt.’”’” We do not want to 
succeed ever, against the will of God. He wants 
God’s approval on the procedure first; then the pro- 
cedure. This order is primary. 

Confident: he is sure of the resident power of 
the Healer-Christ. ‘““Thou canst.” No reservations 


about it. Always we should remember, “He is 
able.” 
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Brief: only five words in the Greek! Words, 
words, what a menace often in public prayer! The 
simpler, the more direct and specific; the more per- 
fect the prayer! God is not impressed by our rhe- 
toric. He is never unmoved by our earnestness. 


Effective: he said “If Thou wilt.” Jesus, moved 
with compassion, said “I will—be thou.” “And he 
was cleansed.” Forevermore prayer was real and 


vital in that life. —S. McPh. G. 


“No Gospel ... No Religion” 


Some years ago. when the tension between the 
modernists and the fundamentalists in the U.S.A. 
Church was at its breaking point a distinguished 
Southern pastor commented: “The modernists have 
no Gospel, and the fundamentalists have no re- 
ligion.” 

Whether or not that be an accurate statement, at 
least Satan would like to have just that to occur. 
Two thousand years ago he divided the Sadducees 
(the rationalists) and the Pharisees (the separ- 
atists) about that way, with only a few pious fam- 
ilies left from which the Messiah, His forerunner, 
and His disciples were to come. 


We have been, and are, contending against that 
modernism which emasculates the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints. We do not favor the use of 
those who cannot accept the virgin birth of Christ 
for our Assembly youth programs, nor the securing 
of columnists who reject this truth as “theological 
jargon.” 


We do not favor the use of preachers whose 
writings set the grace of God and the redemption 
wrought by Christ in opposition one to the other— 
in Socinian fashion. With the Apostle Paul and 
with the Westminster Confession we hold that we 
are justified freely by His grace through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus. We do not favor 
the inclusion of those whose Easter messages reject 
the historicity and the objectivity of the resurrec- 
tion among contributing editors. Nor do we regard 
the listing of such columnists and contributing 
editors, or advocating such speakers, as indicating a 
conservative periodical. 


It seems to us that the unanimous action of the 
1939 Assembly declaring certain doctrines to be in- 
volved in the vows to which our ministers subcribe, 
ought to guide our institutions and particularly our 
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Assembly programs in the selection of speakers from 
other denominations. 


On the other hand we ought equally to recognize 
that we can become so wrapped up in testifying 
against the emasculation of the Gospel that we for- 
get to bear guard against those unlovely attitudes 
toward others that destroy the sweetness and light 
of religion. 


A New York professor describes orthodoxy as a 
form of intellectual Pharisaism. One wonders if 
this conclusion be not a kind of defense mechanism. 
But as we wonder we would examine ourselves to 
see if there is conceit in us over the fact that we are 
privileged to think straight as to the Gospel, rather 
than deep gratitude that God has mercifully given 
us the grace of faith. 


More generally we need to keep in mind that 
God alone is the Lord of conscience and has left it 
free from the commandments of men which are 


either contrary to or in addition to His Word. And 
our Lord Jesus condemned those who taught for 
doctrines the commandments of men. Let us take 
care in setting up our positions and in censuring 
others for doing what we do not think we should 
do, lest we incur God’s judgment for judging His 
servants. Who art thou that judgeth another’s ser- 
vants? 

To the worst Church that Paul had, the Corin- 
thians, the Apostle wrote His great chapter on love. 
And to his best Church, that of the Philippians, he 
urged more unity, more love, more consideration 


each of the other—the Mind of Christ. 


John tells us that everyone that loveth is born of 
God. We love because He first loved us. May the 
love of God be shed abroad in our hearts so that we 
shall love one another more and be less caustic in 
judging the brother who may do some things we do 
not do, even as we may be failing to do some things 


he thinks we ought to do. —Wnm. C. R. 


Majority Rule 


A good friend of mine in the recent issue of The 
Christian Observer, August 4, 1950, has over- 
simplified the property question that was raised by 
Atlanta Presbytery at the recent General Assembly. 


He draws a distinction between ownership and 
authority. ““The local Church has ownership but is 
under the authority of the Presbytery.”’ The right 
to live as an ecclesiastical body is derived from the 
Presbytery, but the right to own a given piece of 
property, or real estate, is a right granted by the 
civil courts. 


Since I was ordained to the ministry of the Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church, 47 years ago, I have 
been under the authority of the Presbytery and re- 
sponsible to it for the character of my teaching and 
preaching, for conduct becoming a minister and for 
being diligent in the work of the ministry. But Pres- 
bytery has nothing to do with my home I| am living 
in and have bought and paid for. Presbytery has 
nothing to do with my temporal affairs so long as 
my conduct is becoming a minister of the gospel. 


Presbytery is the court of original jurisdiction 
over an organized Church and congregation, and 
since the Presbytery gives the Church its right to 
live it is responsible for the spiritual oversight and 
character of teaching in that Church. It has au- 
thority in spiritual things, but the congregation 
looks to the civil courts for its property rights. 

Our Book of Church Order speaks of the duty of 
the deacons to care for “‘the church edifice and other 
buildings belonging to the congregation.” And up to 
this time the Southern Presbyterians have been 
doing just about what they please, with the local 
congregation in charge of their property. 


Our good brother informs us that there is no 
“provision in the Book of Church Order for ‘a con- 
tinuing Church.’”’ Maybe the Presbyterians of 


Canada can tell us how they continued the Presby- 
terian Church when part of them went into union 
with the Methodists and Congregationalists. We 
might learn how our forefathers in 1861, continued 
the Old School Presbyterian Church in the South. 
“Where there’s a will there’s a way.’’ We need not 
cross that bridge till we come to it. 


He also tells us the ABC principles of how to 
effect organic union with another ecclesiastical 
body and about that the law is clear and there is no 
room for discussion. But he says: ‘Our forefathers 
wrote it into the constitution and said: ‘When that 
is done, it is done, and there is nothing more to it.’ 
Such an overwhelming majority they interpreted to 
be the leading of the Holy Spirit and the will of 
God. And to me it would seem little short of trea- 
son and doing despite to the Holy Spirit to conclude 
otherwise.” 


You will see from this that the writer is a very 
ardent believer in majority rule. And so am l, 
except under certain conditions and circumstances. 
Calvin taught that the “Citizen must obey all the 
decrees and statues, except those which contravene 
the commandments of God.” In all matters of 
policy and expediency I believe in being subject to 
the powers that be. 


Our church and country are based on the principle 
of majority rule in the selection of its representative 
rulers. Other things being equal the presumption 
is that the majority rather than the minority is more 
apt to be right. And the presumption is that a 
three-fourths majority is more apt to be right than 
a bare majority. 


We may not like the laws of our country, they 
may be inconvenient, they may be unfair, they may 
be burdensome, as some of our tax laws are and 
liable to become more so, but nevertheless we must 
obey the laws of church and state, as good citizens. 
But when the law of man contravenes the law of 
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God, our duty is plain. “We ought to obey God 


rather than man.” 


In matters of religion and spiritual things history 
shows the majority is more often wrong than right. 
In the days of Noah there were eight people saved 
from the flood that engulfed the world of the un- 
godly, they were decidedly in the minority, but they 
had God and right on their side. There were not so 
many as ten righteous in the city of Sodom but God 
sent his angels to rescue just Lot who was “vexed 
with the filthy conversation of the wicked.” 


Shadrach, Meshack and Abednego, were only 
three men who refused to bow down their knees to 
the image in the Plain of Dura while the great 
multitude bowed the knee to the idol. 


Though they were cast into the burning fiery 
furnace God was with them. Daniel was alone when 
he disobeyed the king’s commandment but God shut 
the mouths of the lions and delivered him. Mind 
you I am not comparing the Christian people of to- 
day with the wicked people in the ancient world, | 
am only pointing out that the majority, as such 
when other things are not equal, are more apt to be 
in the wrong than in the right. 

I can go a step further. Jesus told his disciples 
that the time would come when they who would 
put them to death would think they were doing 


God’s service. In the days following the Reform- 
ation, the majority persecuted without mercy the 
minority, and they were professing Christians, who 
did it for they were in the majority and had the 
power. 


Since Presbyterians are for the most part intellig- 
ent and made of the stern stiff stuff of which heroes 
and martyrs are made they are not easily scared by 
the {flourish of majority rule even though it be a 
three-fourths majority. However it is not at all 
determined on which side the majority will be, if 
and when the time comes. 


Some men in the Southern Church, as well as 
many good men in the U.S.A. Church, have deep- 
seated doctrinal convictions about the word of God 
that they will not lightly relinquish, and will “con- 
tend earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to 
the saints.” 

lf any one doubts that intelligent God-fearing 
Presbyterians will fight for their convictions based 
on God’s word, let him take some time off and read 
the history of the Huguenots of France, the Re- 
formed Hollanders, the Puritans of England, and 
the Covenanters of Scotland, and disillusion his 
mind. vox populi non semper vox Dei (The voice of 
the people is not always the voice of God). 


—J. E. Flow. 


POISON the 


The publication of this article has been held up 
for months. The facts have been in hand since 
May, but it was thought that a change could be 
brought about by direct reference to those respons- 
ible. We are not naming this institution for this is 
not an attack on an institution but on a method of 
teaching which we believe is prevalent in many of 
our church institutions, a method which is destroy- 
ing faith in the Bible and sapping the spiritual life 
of many students. 


We referred this matter to a member of the 
board of directors who is also vice-chairman of the 


corporation. He took six weeks to go into this 
matter thoroughly before replying. Here is his 
reply: 


Referring to your letter of July 6th, will say 
RS ee _, the new president of 
__, got the book for me from the library 
“Christian Beginnings.” I looked over the 
references that you gave me and then I turned 
ever to Dr. pastor, and 
had him to look it over. Then I turned it over 
to Dr. _, pastor of the 
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By Dr. L. Nelson Bell 


Church and former graduate of . After 
he got through, on last Friday afternoon, I had 
a conference at with these two preach- 
ers and Dr. . , head of the Bible Depart- 
ment . We spent more than an 
hour discussing this book and the teachings at 
As I expected, I certainly did not 
get anywhere because I was informed by Dr. 
that it was essential to teach such books 
in the Bible Courses at and that the 
Bible was compulsory both in the Freshman 
and the Senior year and that they had other 
books there that were very similar to this book, 
and he didn’t know anything to do about it. 


Dr. . ond DE... thought that this 
particular book was pretty wild, the way they 
expressed it, but at the same time they took no 
definite stand against the book being taught 
further at though _.__ is a Trustee 
pe as well as myself. I am quite 
sure that neither of these preachers would want 
to make a complaint to the Board at the next 
meeting about the teaching of this book, and 
no doubt, other books that I do not know any- 
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thing about that are being taught there. So I 
am afraid the matter stands right there unless 
you have some other suggestion that might 
carry the matter on further. 

I questioned Dr. _..._.. on a lot of different 
points but I am not well posted on how differ- 
ent subjects should be taught in the universities 
and colleges as I have never been a teacher, 
but 1 was given an answer by Dr. —_-_ on 
every question that I asked him. He said that 
they were doing the very best they could to give 
their students a broad, worthwhile education 
on the Bible by not just teaching the Bible but 
by teaching the different commentators and the 
different writers on the different views of the 


Bible. 


I am passing this information on to you but 
honestly I don’t think that I got anywhere at 
all or any definite change or anything worth- 
while for the benefit of our young people going 
to _.._....... I am sorry to give you such a 
discouraging report.” 


We have waited an additional six weeks to pray 
over this matter before presenting it to the readers 
of THE JOURNAL. 


This is a clear illustration of the poison which is 
given in some places under the guise of “scholar- 
ship,” “broadness of outlook,” etc. etc. 


In this instance the book is not even scholarly. 
The writer simply made broad or blanket denials of 
portions and teachings of the Bible as though his 
denial makes the statement a fact. 


We present this article, with liberal quotations 
of this book, believing that the average Southern 
Presbyterian will agree that this method of teach- 


ing the Bible is calculated to destroy faith in the 
Word of God. 


Some years ago an epidemic of typhoid fever 
broke out in a community and continued for a 
long time. Sources of possible contamination were 
studied by the health authorities for months with- 
out. success. 


After prolonged study the source of the epidemic 
was finally traced to a cook in a public eating 
establishment. She herself was apparently healthy 
and well but she was what is known as a “typhoid 
carrier’’ and she had been the source of disease for 
hundreds. She became celebrated in medical 
literature as ‘“‘Typhoid Mary.”’ 


Recently a student in a church school became 
disturbed at what he found in one of the required 
books for those taking their major in Bible. He 
approached several members of his faculty without 
receiving help. 

We have just purchased a copy of this book and 
as time has permitted we have been reading it. 
It is “Christian Beginnings’ by Dr. Morton Scott 
Enslin, a professor at Crozier Theological Seminary. 


Weighing what we write with care we would say: 
“Far better for students to contact a modern 
‘Typhoid Mary,’ than to read and accept the teach- 
ings of this book.” We can quote only scattered 
parts and discussion must necessarily be limited. 


The preface of Part II, “The Beginnings of the 
Gospel Story,’”’ begins as follows: “‘The claim for 
Christianity is often made that it is the ‘faith once 
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for all delivered to the saints.’ To the student of 
history such a claim is not only false; it is positively 
absurd.” 

Years ago when a student at Washington and 
Lee University, it was our privilege to study under 
Dr. J. R. Howerton. One of the basic truths of 
logic was constantly hammered home: viz., a false 
premise will inevitably lead to a false conclusion. 
Those who would delve into the mysteries, the 
heights and the depths of the Word of God with 
the assumption they can add to or take from that 
Book are bound to come to conclusions which are 
abysmally false because the basis of their thesis 
rests on belief that they are dealing with a human 
and therefore fallible document, rather than with 
a.divine revelation. 


Eliminate the supernatural and deny divine in- 
spiration and the Bible becomes a book of folk lore, 
of pious frauds, unworthy of the faith and allegi- 
ance of intelligent people. 


Oh! Christian friends, do you not see that the 
source of the weakness of the Church in the world 
today is a departure from faith in those things 
which are so clearly taught in God’s Word! 


Christianity is a faith which has been delivered 
once and for all. This does not mean that the 
application of Christian principles is static. This 
application grows and changes with each succeeding 
generation, but, the facts of Christianity are always 
the same and those who would believe or teach 
otherwise do so at their own peril and to the peril 
of those who accept their teaching. This claim for 
a fluidity and change in Christianity is a cloak for 
a denial of essential Christian doctrines; let no 
one try to make you think otherwise. Man is still 
a sinner. God hates and must punish sin. Death is 
still the wages of sin. Redemption is still through 
the blood of the eternal Son of God, shed on 
Calvary. We do have a living Savior who arose 
from the dead, who ascended into Heaven and who 
is coming again. These, and many other facts of 
Christianity are eternal and unchangable. 


Going on from this premise, Dr. Enslin later 
says in his preface, “Today we recognize that we 
camnot hope to reconstruct the early days of the 
Christian beginnings by an uncritical reading of the 


four gospels and the book of Acts. The authors, 
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The first Wednesday of each month has been set aside by supporters of The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal as a day of prayer and fasting for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
on our Church and nation in revival of a steadfast faith and belief in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the only Savior of a lost world. From time to time, prayer objectives will be sent out from 
THE JOURNAL office. This action was included in resolutions adopted by a group of Journal 
supporters meeting in Weaverville August 16. 


no one of whom was himself an eyewitness of the 
events he recorded, had to depend upon earlier 
sources, written or oral, and not upon telepathy for 
their information.”’ 


Here, with one grandiose sweep the author says 
Matthew and John were not eyewitness of that 
about which they wrote, but actually perjurers. 
Furthermore, inspiration by the Holy Spirit is 
ruled out. Luke thought he had a clear basis for 
that which he wrote, for he begins his gospel with 
these words, “Forasmuch as many have taken in 
hand to set forth in order a declaration of those 
things which are most surely believed among us, 
even as they delivered them unto us, which from 
the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of 
the word; it seemed good to me also, having had 
perfect understanding of all things from the very 
first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent 
Theophilus, that thou mightest know the certainty 
of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed.” 
The seal of certainty and authority is also charac- 
teristic of the gospel of Mark, while Luke himself 
had no illusions as to his right or ability to write 
the record in the Acts. 

Denying that Christianity is a body of truth 
which is eternal and going on to deny the ability, 
the knowledge and the inspiration of the writers of 
the gospels and the Acts, the subsequent findings 
of this “assured scholar” are easy to explain. 


We quote now at some length to show the absurd 
lengths to which “scholarship” will go when it 
casts away the rudder of divine truth and embarks 
on the endless sea of human speculation: 


P. 150—A careful study of these four accounts 
leaves but little room for doubt that John the 
Baptist was thus transformed by Christianity 
from an independent preacher into the fore- 
runner of Jesus. Nor is it improbable that his 
message has been similarly edited. 


P. 151—On the basis, then, of this critical 
sifting of the gospel account and of the testi- 
mony of Josephus there would seem to be 
little support for the modern conjecture that 
Jesus was started on his career through contact 
with the Baptist, and that he repeated the 
latter’s message even after John’s tragic death 
had sundered the bond of teacher and pupil. 
It would, accordingly, appear more probable 
that the paths of Jesus and John did not cross 
at all and that our gospel accounts preserve 
little or nothing of the actual history of this 
enigmatic man. 


P. 152—Accordingly, it appears not unlikely 
that the incorporation, of John into the Chris- 
tian picture was a deliberate and studied at- 
tempt by early Christians to vanquish an em- 
barrassing rival. 

P. 154. The Bethlehem stories, regardless of 
their homiletic beauty, apparently rest upon 
no historical foundation, but must be regarded 
as pure legend. 

about the story of Jesus’ 
irth: 
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“A critical examination of the two accounts 
—reveals that they are mutually exclusive, 
contradicting each other at every point.” 


P. 156—‘‘Reasons have already been given in 
a previous chapter for viewing the whole story 
of the contact of Jesus and John as the crea- 
tion of later Christian thinking.” 


P. 158—Speaking of Christ: 
“He became quickly disillusioned.” 


P. 158—It can scarcely be doubted that he 
sounded his message with full confidence that 
the nation would hearken and rejoice. It was 
all so clear to him; nothing else in life matter- 
ed. The Father had spoken. Of course God’s 
children would obey as soon as they heard his 
voice. 
P. 159—Denying the accounts of Christ's 
miracles: 

“Reputed miraculous cures attracted atten- 
tion.” 
P. 159—‘“‘That he formally called twelve men 
and conferred upon them especial powers is 
perhaps doubtful. 


P. 160—‘“‘In the gospels there is a very distinct 
opposition to wealth.” 


P. 161—‘‘Did Jesus feel that he was the Mes- 
siah, the son of David destined for Israel’s 
throne? In recent years this question has 
been hotly debated. ... Thus, although Jesus 
was by no means satisfied with the conven- 
tional thinking on the subject, he must for 
want of a better designation make such claims 
for himself.”’ 


P. 162—WNor is it by any means certain that 
he claimed to be the supernatural figure, 
destined to be the Final Judge of men, namely 
the son of man, although his followers soon 
after his death were confident that he was that 
figure and had claimed to be. 


P. 162—That the phrase “son of man” was 
constantly upon Jesus’ lips is highly probable. 
That he meant himself by the phrase is far less 
certain. 


P. 166—Of Jesus and His mission: 

“Thus attempts to picture Jesus as breaking 
away from Judaism, of conceiving a new re- 
ligion in which the Jew and gentile stood alike, 
equal in God’s sight, would be in flagrant 
contradiction to probability. ... the so-called 
Great Commission—appears to reflect later 
views.”’ 


P. 166—All this should make clear that the 
view, which still persists in some circles that 
Jesus’ aim was to found a Church, distinct 
from the Synagogue, is quite improbable. The 
gospels themselves bear little trace of such a 
view. The word church (Gk. ekklesia) occurs 
but twice in the whole gospel tradition, and 
both times in passages which are generally re- 
garded as comparatively late and most im- 
probable as genuine words of Jesus. 


P. 300—The whole situation is impossible, not 
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to say absurd and grotesque, if we assume the 
historic Paul writing personal letters to the 
historic Timothy and Titus in real situations. 
But if we admit that we have here the work of 
a later writer seeking to meet the circum- 
stances of his own day and wishing to gain for 
his instruction the authority of the now long- 
dead Paul, the absurdity is removed. In a word, 
the situation, Paul to Timothy and Paul to 
Titus, is simply stage-setting. Not only has 
the author made constant use of the letters of 
Paul to quarry from them Pauline phrases— 
usually they are as flat in their new setting 
as they were pointed in the original—but in 
addition he has simply transferred to his writ- 
ing the fact that years before, during Paul’s 
ministry, he had felt it wise to urge the 
Corinthians not to “despise’’ Timothy who was 
his *“‘beloved and faithful child in the Lord. 


P. 340—II Peter is a superficial highfalutin 
attempt to write elegantly by one who con- 
stantly displays a complete lack of even funda- 
mental honesty. 


P. 341—Thus, on this point alone, any date, 
(of II Peter) earlier than 125 A.D. is abso- 
lutely precluded. 


P. 342—The present-day group, know as pre- 
millennialists, which still continues to afflict 
the church and to make it a laughing-stock 
to thousands repelled by their crudity and 
ignorance, may well be the spiritual descend- 
ants of this unknown author who penned this 
book which was not only the last to be written, 
one of the last (if not the last) to gain a 
place among the canonical writings, and by 
all odds the least deserving to have gained 
that place or to hold it today. 


P. 346—It may be remarked parenthetically 
that one of the causes of the story of an empty 
tomb, apparently not an original part of the 
early Christian confidence, may well have been 
the desire to oppose this growing and popular 
view. 

P. 380—In Jerusalem the obvious arrangement 
of incidents by Mark is to be seen, especially 
since some of them are sheerest legend. 

P. 380—There is order and progress in the 
gospel, but it is the order produced by an 
efficient and able artist, not the order of 
history. All this should warn us against the 
notion that the gospel is the rough-and-ready 
product of a halt-illiterate Galilean fisherman. 


P. 397—One other characteristic of Matthew 
deserves attention. He is obviously profound- 
ly impressed by the correspondence between 
Christian events and fancied prophecies in the 
Old Testament. 


P. 410—Or again, it appears to me that the 
account in Acts of the connection of Paul with 
the stoning of Stephen has no historical foun- 
dation. It was in Jerusalem that the Christian 
mission to gentile lands arose, and it was 
Stephen’s death that had caused this beginning. 
Paul was the one who above all others was in- 
strumental in the movement. Therefore, Paul 
is transferred from Damascus to Jerusalem 
and enters the story at this crucial moment. 
Similarly his desire to show “continuously” 
the successive great stages of the Christian 
movement led him drastically to rewrite Mark’s 
account of the Passion and, by omitting the 
flight to Galilee and appearances there (im- 
plied at least by Mark), to make the transfer 
from Galilee to Jerusalem absolute. 

P. 441—No reader may object that the raising 


of Lazarus was that of a man who had not 
actually died. 
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P. 444—Thus we surely will not err in re- 


garding these speeches as entirely the com- 
positions of the evangelist himself, who uses 
them to make Jesus speak the way he wants 
him to speak. In a word, they evidence all the 
characteristics of the speeches found in ancient 
writers. The freshness and spontaneity are 
gone; they are all far removed from any rea! 
contact with the actual scenes described. 


P. 450—Thus I am definitely inclined to the 
view that tradition tells us nothing about the 
actual author, and that all attempts to see the 
Galilean fisherman as author, in any degree of 
remove, of this highly theological and apologe- 
tic brochure are unwarranted and misleading. 


Into the stream of student life today there is 
being injected a contamination far more deadly 
than that of typhoid germs. The inevitable result 
is to destroy faith in the Word of God. Cut the 
nerve of faith in the divinely inspired revelation 
God has given us and the nerve of evangelical 
power is cut. Man does not live by bread alone— 
he pee by the divine truth God has given in the 
Bible. 


Our objection is not that such books are included 
in courses given in Bible. It is only by knowing the 
denials which are current and the reasons for our 
faith that students can go out into the world 
properly prepared. 


The thing to which we take strong exception is 
the method of giving students such books without 
at the same time directing their thinking to combat 
them. It is this negative method of teaching which 
is sapping faith and convictions from those who o 
greatly need both, not only for their own Christian 
experience but also to enable them to be effective 
witnesses in our time. 


There are those who say that faith in a com- 
pletely reliable Bible is “‘scientifically impossible” 
and “intellectually untenable,” but it can be demon- 
strated today that those who hold this doctrine of 
inspiration and who go out to preach their messages 
on nothing other than a, “‘Thus saith the Lord,” 
are those who are winning sinners to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. We are not talking 
about getting people to “join the Church.” That 
can be done in many ways. We are talking about 
bringing men and women to their knees in con- 
fession of their sins and in glad acceptance of the 
One who saves. 

As long as we tolerate these theological ““Typhoid 
Marys,” permitting them to continue their teaching 
unopposed, the stream of theological thinking will 
continue to be polluted with unbelief. 


As a layman the writer is in some measure be- 
yond ecclesiastical pressures, and also without 
ecclesiastical influence. We ask those who are 
ministers to consider what we say—on you rests 
the responsibility to stand up and be counted for 
the truth of God’s Word. Our Confession of Faith 
is very clear in this matter. 


Finally—you who have sons and daughters. You 
owe it to them to find out what is being taught 
them in the name of Christian truth. It will pay 
you, and pay them eternally, for you to do so. 

* 


As this is going to press there has come to us 
confirmation of the effect of such teaching on 
students. Among those who took the course in 
which this book was taught are two students, one 
of whom has given up his plan for Christian work 
because of destruction of his faith in the Bible 
while another has even stated that he sees no 
reason to go to church and “hear those myths.” 


Brethren, this is called “Christian education” but 
we do not believe it is either Christian, nor is it 
education in the true sense. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 
LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 5 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Overcoming Temptation 


Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11; John 6:1-15; Ro- 
mans 13:12-14; I Corinthians 10:12-13; Hebrews 
4:14-16. Devotional Reading: Psalm 25:4-14. 


We overcome temptation in the strength of the Lord. The psalmist in Psalm 25, (Devotional Reading) 
is pleading with God to “show me,” “teach me,” “lead me,” “remember me.” We are too weak and 
ignorant and sinful to walk in the right path without the guiding hand of God. It is only as He shows 
us the path, teaches us the truth, leads us and remembers us that we can overcome the temptations which 


beset our pathway. 


1. How Jesus Overcame Temptation: 


Matthew 4:1-11; John 6:1-15 


1. The Wilderness Temptation: temptation by 
the devil 


The reality and the personality of Satan are 
obvious as we read these verses. How anyone who 
believes in the inspiration of the Bible and its 
truthfulness can doubt the devil is a person is one 
of the mysteries of our twisted, fallen natures. In 
the scene here Satan seems as real as Jesus. If we 
doubt the personality of the devil how can we be 
sure of the personality of the Savior Himself? 


Notice some of the differences between these 
temptations and the one in the garden of Eden. Our 
first parents were in a beautiful paradise; Jesus 
was in the wilderness. Adam and Eve had all they 
could eat of the different fruits of the garden; 
Jesus had been fasting for forty days. These tempta- 
tions were repeated in subtle forms; in Eden there 
seems to have been one temptation. 


There are many ways of looking at these tempta- 
tions. The first might be called a temptation to 
doubt; the second, presumption; the third, dis- 
loyalty, In our study today, however, we are con- 
cerned with the way Jesus overcame. He won a 
great victory for Himself and for the entire human 
race. How did He do it? He was tempted in all 
points like as we are, yet without sin. 


He used the Sword of the Spirit which is the 
Word of God: “It is written”; it is written’; “‘it 
is written’: three times He draws the Sword, it 
flashes, and the enemy falls before the thrust. Dr. 
Dobyns tells an interesting story of Dr. Brecken- 
ridge and the use he made of this Sword and the 


conversion of an avowed infidel. 


Bunyan says that if a man “have the arm to 
wield it and the skill to use it’ he may venture 
against almost any foe, sure of victory, or words 
to that effect. Jesus had an “arm to wield it, and 
the skill to use it.” 


Satan tries once, but he had neither the “arm” 
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nor the “skill,” and Jesus quickly parried his thrust 
by another verse of Scripture. 


The lesson for us is very plain. We should know 
our Bibles. Then, when temptation comes we can 
use Our weapon and win the victory. 


No doubt Jesus spent the forty days before His 
temptation in prayer, for fasting and prayer go 
together. He was therefore, doubly fortified; He 
knew the Scripture, and He had been spending 
these days in communion with the Father. The 
Word of God and prayer are our best means of 
overcoming the wiles of the devil. We can use them 
as Jesus did, for He was man as well as God, and 
He overcame as a man. 


2. The Temptation by the Multitude: John 6:1- 
15 


These verses give us the account of the feeding of 
the five thousand, and the reaction of the people to 
this marvellous miracle. Verse fifteen says, “When 
Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and 
take Him by force, to make him a king, he departed 
again into a mountain himself alone.”’ ‘The concern 
of the people apparently was for material blessings. 
Jesus had just met the need of the hungry multitude 
and they seemed to think that here was the man 
who could be a real Messiah and King. 


The day following Jesus preached one of His 
longest sermons trying to show them it was not 
material food which they needed but the meat that 
endures unto everlasting life. He told them He was 
the “bread of life.”” They were not ready to accept 
any such teaching and even many of His disciples 
said, ‘“This is a hard saying; who can hear it?” 


The world is always ready to accept material 
blessings but stumbles over the spiritual teaching: 
“From that time many of his disciples went back, 
and walked no more with him.” If Jesus had but 
yielded to their demand, and this temptation, he 
would have been the most popular of leaders. 


It would be well to compare this with the 
temptation which came when Peter made his great 
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Confession and Jesus began to teach the disciples that 
he must needs go up to Jerusalem and suffer and 
die. Peter began to rebuke him and say, Not so, 
Lord, this shall never be to thee. He rebuked Peter, 
saying, Get thee behind me, Satan. (See Mark 
8 :31-33, Matthew 16:21-23) 


In both instances the temptation came through 
men but was instigated, we know, by Satan, in the 
second, and probably in the other case. It was the 
temptation to escape the hard way of the cross and 
take the easy way. In both cases yielding would 
have meant disobedience and disloyalty to His 
Heavenly Father. 


In the incident before us Jesus escaped to a 
mountain alone, no doubt to pray, and came down 
strengthened to preach his great sermon on the 
“Bread of Life.”’ In the case of Peter he uses the 
very language He had used in the wilderness, Get 
thee behind me, Satan. 


Many men have yielded to this temptation and 
have taken the easy and popular way instead of the 
“Way of the Cross.”” We have to be in close touch 
wi.h heaven and God if we are to overcome such 
suggestions of men and the devil. 


“the Flesh’: 


II. Make no Provision for 


Romans 13:12-14 


“The flesh” is Paul’s favorite expression for our 
old fallen human nature. When Adam fell the 
whole race fell with him, and all are born with this 
“original sin’’—a “bent toward sin,” “prone to sin.” 
Total depravity does not mean that all men are as 
bad as they can be, for some men are by nature 
‘better’ than others, but it means that sin has 
touched and tainted every part of us and that we 
are totally unable to save ourselves. 


To overcome temptation we are not to encourage 
this old nature, the ‘“‘flesh.”” We are not to make 
provision for it. Our temptations come through our 
fallen natures. We are to “put off,” “put to death,” 
“crucify,” this side of our dual personality. For 
instance, | heard of a man saved and rescued from 
a drunkard’s hell. He was so sure of himself that 
he would go into saloons and talk to the men at 
the bar. His pastor warned him of danger, but he 
boasted of his ability to withstand temptation. He 
fell, and great was the sorrow in the home. Let us 
do nothing to encourage flesh.” 


It is not enough, however, simply to “put off.” 
Let us “put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ.’’ Clothed 


FOLOING 3A A LES 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


with His righteousness and His armor we can meet 
and defeat the enemy. 


Ill. The Way of Escape: 
I Corinthians 10:12-13 


The first “way of escape” is not to trust ourselves, 
“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall.” Paul had no confidence in the 
flesh. Saul of Tarsus was about as clean and good a 
man as any unregenerate man can be: he was no 
low, degraded sinner. 


But his old flesh had been his undoing and. had 
almost cost him his eternal salvation. He says that 
in his flesh dwelt no good thing. How often the 
Bible warns us of danger of self-confidence! Jesus 
said to Peter, The spirit is willing, but the flesh 
is weak, 


Man can bear the temptations that come, if he 
will trust God. God is faithful, not suffering us to 
be tempted above that we are able to bear, but will 
with the temptation make a way of escape. Our 
temptations are never too great for us, if we re- 
member to “lean hard on Him.” 


LV. Our Great High Priest and the Throne 
af Grace: Hebrews 4:14-16 


. Our way of escape is through our great High 
Fens a High Priest who is like us in that He is 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities and 
tempted in all points like as we are, yet without 
sin. ““Tempted and tried, I have a great Savior.” 
How true are these words from our hymn! Jesus 
is our best friend and helper, and He thorough] 
understands our need. 


The Throne of Grace. This is a beautiful ex- 
pression. Most thrones are characterized by power 
and pomp: how few of the the thrones on earth are 
thrones of grace! Many of those who sit on thrones 
are cold, cruel, vindictive. There have been a few 
earthly thrones that were marked by grace, notably 
that of the Christian queen, Victoria. 


But the throne upon which our Intercessor sits 
is a Throne of Grace. There we can find mercy 
and grace to help in time of need. The time ot 
temptation is a time of supreme need; let us come 


with confidence to the THRONE. 


BELHAVEN COLLEGE 
Jackson ... Mississippi 

A Libera] Arts College for Women where the 

fundamentals in education are stressed, and 

where emphasis is placed on Spirituality, 


Scholarship, and Physical Training, in the 
order of their importanee. Reasonable rates. 


a3 


For information, write to: 


G. T. Gillespie ... President 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


"Vesper Topics For November 5: Heart of the Hills 


Introduction 


This program is designed to familiarize your group with the work of our Board of Church Extension in 
the Stuart Robinson School, Blackey, Ky., and Highland Institution, Guerrant, Ky. 


In one sense of the word these are two Christian institutions which are our responsibility for support, 
but on the other hand, they are two Christian institutions that remind us of the great need in America for 
schools that not only educate the minds and bodies of their students but which also bring them spiritually 
to know the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, and to follow Him in all of life. 


In this material THe JOURNAL does not attempt 
to give details about the topic because you can get 
those from Presbyterian Youth and other sources, 
but we do seek to give a Scripture lesson which is 
to be studied in connection with each topic. Below 
we are suggesting a short Bible study that will 
remind us what true education is, the kind of edu- 
cation that is being done at Stuart Robinson and at 
Highland Institution, and what should be done in 
every school. 


Scrip/ure Lesson | 


|. The Christian Life—A bide 
in Me. John 15: 4-5 


The Christian life is not lived by simply follow- 
ing morals and regulations that are called Christian. 
The Christian life is lived by receiving the Lord 
Jesus Christ into the heart by a definite action of 
faith, and by living out, day by day, the life of 
Christ to which we have been united. 


2. The Christian Scholarship—Learn 
of Me. Matthew 11: 28-30 


If the Christian life is living out Christ, then the 
highest Christian scholarship is to learn of Him in 
all of our relation-hips of life. 


3. The Christian W alk—Follow Me. 
Matthew 4:18-20 


When we have received Christ into our hearts 
and learned who He is and what He does, then our 
life, day by day, is simply one of following Him. 
What we think, we do, and what we do, we become. 
What we really learn is the thoughts of our minds 
that we put into action in our lives. Since Christ 
is the thought of God, real education is to receive 
Him and think about Him until we act like Him. 


SUGGESTIONS 


You will want to plan this program in the man- 
ner suggested by Presbyterian Youth, but place this 
study of Christian education at the heart of your 
worship program. 


Ou The Cauer 


Dr. James Luther Fowle, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, 
Tenn., and chairman of the Program of Pro- 
gress Committee of the General Council, bids 
a fond farewell to Col. Roy LeCraw, Atlanta, 
Ga., who has resigned as director of the Pro- 
gram of Progress to re-enter active military 
service. Answering the call of his Church in 
1947 LeCraw declined to accept any salary 
and has served his Church as a “dollar-a- 
year’ man. Clarence S. Johnson, prominent 
St. Louis business executive, will succeed Le- 


SUMMARY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH, According to the Shorter Catechism, 
by William Childs Robinson. A _ Leading 
Christian Document Now in Greater De.nand 


Than Ever Before. Price: 20c. 


MY LIFE IN 
THE CONVENT 


A BOOK OF FACTS 


A detailed description of black nunnery in Bristol. 
Twenty-four great chapters. Margaret Shepherd, escaped 
run, describes in detail the terrible experiences of helpless 
and defenseless girls within the high stone walls of 
Bristol! Convent. The most terrible revelations ever re- 


corded. 

OVER 6,000,000 COPIES PRINTED 
The most extensively read book on the papal curse. No 
book like this in print! Read this frightful, heart- 
breaking story and learn the truth concerning convent 
life. 258 burning pages. Postpaid only $1.50. The edition 
is limited ... so order at once. 


Gospel Art Shoppe, Dept. SP-11, Rowan, lowa. 
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JOHNSON 


LeCraw Resigns As 
Program Of Progress Head; 


Johnson Named Successor 


Decatur, Ga.—Col. Roy LeCraw, director of 
the Program of Progress of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., since 1947, has resigned to re-enter 
active military service, according to an announce- 
ment made last week by Dr. James G. Patton, Jr., 
executive secretary of the General Council. 


Clarence S. Johnson, St. Louis, Mo., business 
man, has been named to succeed LeCraw and is ex- 
pected to assume his duties as program director No- 
vember 1. Johnson is vice-president of the Ralston- 
Purina Company. LeCraw is a former mayor of 


Atlanta, Ga. 


In a special resolution the Program of Progress 
Committee expressed its gratitude to Col. LeCraw 
for his effective, unselfish and inspirational leader- 
ship which in three years has helped raise between 
four and five million dollars for the Church’s 
agencies and which has grossed 261,788 new church 
members in the same period. The five-year Program 
of Progress goal is $7,500,000 and 500,000 new 


members. 


Johnson joined the Ralston-Purina Company in 
1926 and now serves as vice-president in charge of 
products and research. Another layman who has 
long been actively engaged in the work of his 
Church, Johnson has been director of the Program 
of Progress in the Synod of Missouri, where he is 
also moderator of that Synod and chairman of St. 
Louis Presbytery’s Home Missions Committee. 


Known throughout Missouri as an ardent tither 
of time, talents and money, Johnson has spent much 
of his time crusading for these causes. In Atlanta, 
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Chureh News = 


Ga., last January he addressed a group of men who 
went out afterwards and secured seven hundred 
new church members. He has received recognition 
for similar work in Louisville, Ky., Richmond, Va., 
Huntington, W. Va., and in most cities in Mis- 
souri. 


Born in Chicago, IIl., in 1892 Johnson moved to 
Arkansas as a boy and later attended Arkansas 
State Teachers College and George Peabody Col- 
lege. In 1918 he became agricultural agent for 
Logan and Bradley Counties in Arkansas, and in 
1926 he joined his present company as a product 
field man. In 1928 Ralston-Purina made Tohnson 
manager of their poultry department and in 1944 
he assumed his present position as vice-president. 


Presbytery, 
Western Texas 

The Presbytery of Western Texas will convene 
in stated fall session in the First Presbyterian 


Church, Sanderson, Tex., October 24, 1950, at 
2 p.m. 


The College is one of the 
best equipped institutions 
in this country for under- 


graduate work. 


N Its buildings and grounds 
are worth $4.000.000. of 
which $1,500,000 is being 

S spent just now. 


Its endowment is nearly 


$3,000,000. 


( Applications should be 
made early in the year. 
Scholarships, competitive 


and otherwise, are avail- 


T able. 


T President J. R. McCain 


Decatur, Ga. 
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World Mission Receipts 


The Board of World Missions has reported a 
gain of $29,660.37 in receipts during the period, 
April 1 to September 30, 1950, as compared with 
the same period in 1949. Receipts in 1949 were 
$378,408.37. Receipts in 1950 were $408,068.74. 
During the same period this year net amount from 
the Program of Progress was $89,478. 


Synod Of Alabama 


Meets In Anniston 


The Synod of Alabama met in the First Presby- 
terian Church, Anniston, Ala., September 19-21. 
The Reverend Roland Sims was host minister. The 
Reverend W. W. Glass, Minister, First Presby- 
terian Church, Decatur, Ala., presided at the open- 
ing session and preached the sermon. The Reverend 
Harry H. Bryan, Bessemer Presbyterian Church, 
Birmingham, Ala., was elected Moderator. 


The benevolence budget of $293,000 for the 
Synod year 1951-1952 was adoped. 


Teacher Training 
At Agnes Scott 


The State of Georgia has adopted a program of 
teacher training which involves the enlisting of the 
whole curriculum and teaching program of an in- 
stitution rather than the efforts of a single depart- 
ment. of education. 


It is proposed that those who qualify under these 
requirements will receive much better remuneration 
than would otherwise be the case. A student just 
graduating from college would presumably start 
with a minimum of $2,400 per year. 

Until last spring only three institutions in the 
State, all belonging to the University of Georgia 
System and all specializing in teacher training, were 
qualified for this special program. 


For several years Agnes Scott and Emory Uni- 
versity have co-operated in training teachers both 
for secondary and elementary work. Staff members 
of both institutions co-operate with 27 schools in 
the community in this program. 


After a thorough survey of the work done by the 
two institutions, the State Board of Education is 
giving hearty approval to the young women of 
Agnes Scott and the young men of Emory who com- 
plete the training program successfully. These in- 
stitutions have become the first private ones in the 
State to qualify under the new requirement. 


Fifth Avenue Church 


Improvements Completed 
With a large congregation in attendance, the 


New York Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church on 


OCTOBER 18, 1950 


October 1 “rededicated” its church facilities to the 
use of generations yet to come. This “Service of 
Rededication” was in commemoration of the seventy- 
fifth anniversary of the present church building at 
Fifth Avenue and Fifty-fifth Street, which has been 
newly redecorated, renovated, and improved, as part 
of the anniversary-year celebration. 


The congregation saw for the first time the newly 
redecorated auditorium, as the church had been 
closed since July 17, services having been continued 
meanwhile in the Chapel at 7 West Fifty-fifth 
Street. 


Since June, a new copper roof has been put on 
the church to replace the existing one of slate; the 
main auditorium and front vestibule completely re- 
decorated; new lighting fixtures and new wiring 
installed; new carpeting placed on the floor of the 
auditorium and gallery; and new cushions supplied 
for the pews. 

To pay for these improvements, a_ special 
“Seventy-fifth Anniversary Improvement Fund” of 
more than $100,000 was raised by subscription dur- 
ing April and May. 

The history of the Fifth Avenue Church goes 
back considerably beyond 1875. The congregation 
was organized in 1808 in Cedar Street, moved 
“uptown” to the corner of Duane and Church 
Streets, in 1835, and only seventeen years later, in 
1852, again moved north—to the corner of Fifth 
Avenue and Nineteenth Street. 

The present edifice, begun in 1873 and com- 
pleted two years later, is now the oldest building 
on its section of Fifth Avenue. 


Appalachia Youth 
Fellowship Reorganized 


Westminster Fellowship groups of the Synod of 
Appalachia met in Montreat for the reorganization 
of the Synod’s Fellowship group. The Rev. R. E. 
McClure, of Asheville, N. C., was appointed by 
Synod to call the meeting. The Synod’s sub- 
committee on student work is: Dr. W. W. Arrow- 
wood, King College, Bristol, Va. Rev. W. G. 
Thomas, Asheville, N. C. and Mrs. A. E. Schet- 
tler, Knoxville, Tenn. The Rev. David M. Currie, 
Director of Student Work for <:he General As- 


sembly, met with the group. 


Miss Agnes Godert, of Montreat College, was 
elected president; Miss Betty Ruth Carroll, of 
Maryville College, secretary; and Mr. Bob Hewett, 
of the University of Chattanooga, treasurer. 


This sub-committee of the Synod and the three 
ofhcers of the Westminster Fellowship were ap- 
pointed to arrange for the 1951 Westminster Fel- 
lowship Conference. They have selected the dates 
of April 6th through the 8th, the place—Montreat 
College, and the inspirational speaker is to be the 
Rev. David M. Currie, Director of Student Work 
of the General Assembly. 
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